Retail Container Traffic to be Up 10 Percent in May

WASHINGTON, May 13, 2010 — Import cargo volumelat hation’s major retail container
ports is expected to be up 10 percent in May withide-digit increases expected into this fall
as the U.S. economy improves, according to the hip@lobal Port Tracker report released
today by the National Retail Federation and Hackefociates.

“Consumers are feeling better about the economyetadlers are building up their
inventories to meet that demand,” NRF Vice Pregifl@nSupply Chain and Customs Policy
Jonathan Gold said. “It's easy to show an incredise last year's downturn, but these
numbers show us that retailers are confident gae&s are going to go up this summer and
give us an early hint of optimism about the fallngl.”

U.S. ports handled 1.07 million Twenty-foot Equisatl Units in March, the latest month for
which actual numbers are available. That was uer@gmt from February, traditionally the
slowest month of the year, and up 12 percent fraanckl 2009. It was also the fourth month
in a row to show a year-over-year improvement december broke a 28-month streak of
year-over-year monthly declines. One TEU is ondd2-cargo container or its equivalent.

April was estimated at 1.11 million TEU, a 12 pertcecrease over last year as spring
products headed for store shelves. May is foreataktl4 million TEU, up 10 percent from

last year; June at 1.19 million TEU, up 17 percéaly at 1.25 million TEU, up 13 percent;
August at 1.32 million TEU, up 14 percent; and $ayder at 1.35 million TEU, up 19

percent. The large year-over-year percent increagepgartly due to easy comparisons against
unusually low numbers last year.

The first half of 2010 is expected to total 6.6limil TEU, up 12 percent. Imports for 2009
totaled 12.7 million TEU, down 17 percent from 28085.2 million TEU and the lowest
since the 12.5 million TEU reported in 2003.

“All the indications are that ships remain full atindit volumes increased in April and will
continue to do so for the next few months,” Hacketsociates founder Ben Hackett said. “As
consumers come warily back and re-stocking consintle hesitant recovery will gain
strength and stability.”

Global Port Tracker, which is produced for NRF bg tonsulting firm Hackett Associates,
covers the U.S. ports of Long Angeles/Long Beadkklénd, Seattle and Tacoma on the West
Coast; New York/New Jersey, Hampton Roads, Chareshd Savannah on the East Coast,
and Houston on the Gulf Coast. The report is foeldRF retail members, and subscription
information is available atww.nrf.com/PortTrackeor by calling (202) 783-7971.
Subscription information for non-members can bentbatwww.globalportracker.com

As the world's largest retail trade association thiedvoice of retail worldwide, NRF's global
membership includes retailers of all sizes, fornaaits channels of distribution as well as
chain restaurants and industry partners from thigediStates and more than 45 countries
abroad. In the United States, NRF represents tedlin and diversity of an industry with
more than 1.6 million American companies that emplearly 25 million workers and
generated 2009 sales of $2.3 trillignww.nrf.com



Hackett Associates provides expert consulting,ae$eand advisory services to the
international maritime industry, government ages@nd international institutions.



